Our Kids Are Our Community Board Meeting

Thursday, August16, 2007, Noon

Community and Family Resource Center
South Side Community Center
330 Fountain Street, Lafayette
www.ourkidstippecanoe.org
In attendance:  John Corey, Matt Emery, Ellen Phelps, Jane McCann, Jennifer Cioni, Yvonne Smith, Erin Helms, Kim Heck, Laura Bartram, Colleen Reader, Kurt Wolf, Neta Kelley, Pat Corey, Christy Fraley, Faith Graham, Kathy Timberlake, Jane Cook, Barbi Balensiefer, Peggy Sellers, Cheryl Ubelhor, Steve Wilson, Alex Sabol, Aaron Johnson, Bonnie Crawford, Tara Olivo, Susan Smith, Sheila Klinker, Jennifer McGarvey, Steve Starks, Jenni Murtaugh, Dee Dee Long.
Data base

Jane McCann from the Crisis Center presented information about creating a data base of community resources. She demonstrated two comprehensive 2-1-1 community databases on the internet that are easily accessible to anyone in need.  The various search capabilities include looking for resources by service terms such as Youth Recreation or Financial Assistance.  More advance search features include finding a program by name. The online database also allows setting the search area to a particular geographic region such as zip code, city, county, etc. A mapping and translation feature is also available. 
Pat Corey from Ivy Tech presented models of similar data bases in other communities. She is pursuing funding for the data base through several small grants. The Crisis Center will use the funding to support staff who will manage the data base. 
Susan Smith suggested looking at other community data bases already in the community to collaborate with them. 

Our Kids Website
Matt Emery from United Way presented the new Our Kids web site. He demonstrated how it can be used to feature programs and events that are Our Kids initiatives. He suggested that we consider creating a logo that can be used on the site and other materials. Members agreed to allow Matt to look into creating a logo. 

A sign in sheet was passed around seeking permission to add partner logos to the web site. Matt will begin work on this and he can be contacted with any questions. 

Subcommittees
Trish Brutus suggested that in addition to previously named subcommittees, a web site subcommittee be formed to help complete the design and manage changes to the site. 

There was discussion about how to engage youth through the web site. Pat Corey and Steve Wilson both suggested speakers who can address communication technology issues and educate Our Kids partners about using social networking to engage youth. It was agreed that Trish would request a speaker on this topic for the October meeting. 

HOBY Youth Training

Alex reported that he had attended an exciting HOBY youth leadership training. HOBY’s annual World Leadership Congress (WLC) brings together more than 400 young men and women from around the world for a week-long, intensive educational program. The 2007 WLC was held July 19 - 27 in Washington, DC. He learned more than he could possibly report in a few minutes. He is looking forward to putting his training into action helping with Our Kids and other initiatives. He is currently working on a Challenge Day follow up event. 
The next Our Kids meeting will be held on Thursday, September 20, 2007 from noon to 1:00 PM at Southside Community Center.

