Our Kids Are Our Community Board Meeting

Thursday, September 20, 2007, Noon

Community and Family Resource Center
South Side Community Center
330 Fountain Street, Lafayette
www.ourkidstippecanoe.org
In attendance: Pat Corey, Jennifer Cioni, Jane Cook, Donna Meloy, Andy Woodall, Erin Helms, Kim Heck, Kelsie Muller, Hollie Meyer, Aaron Johnson, Don Roush, Barbi Balensiefer, Heather Wenig, Jenni Murtaugh, Tammy Patrick, Lisa Brooks, Yvonne Smith, Kathy Timberlake, JoAnn Vorst, Rebecca Humphrey, Jillian Miller, Matt Emery, James Taylor, Tara Olivo, Stephanie Whitmore, Nancy Mockros, Steve Starks, Trish Brutus, Pam Biggs Reed.
James Taylor, Executive Director of United Way of Greater Lafayette, facilitated a discussion on school readiness. Participants were asked to identify obstacles in our community to school readiness and the underlying issues that affect these issues. United Way is using this discussion in the development of their community impact strategies. 

Jillian Miller compiled the results of this discussion and they are listed below.

Children will enter school ready to succeed. 

Written responses:

Obstacles:

1. Learning disability / disabilities / special needs not addressed

2. Lack of attention / ability to focus / Distractions / Lack of ability to sit still and focus / Not paying attention / Lack of ability to pay attention

3. Behavioral problems / Child behavioral problems / Child is disruptive in class / Child has behavioral problems with others / Behavioral issues

4. Not being able to conform to classroom structure / lack of preparation for social setting in school / Schools suspend or expel kids with behavioral problems 

5. Poor socialization  / Lack of social skills / Lack of routine / Self-help skills / Lack of social interactions to fit into a classroom setting structure

6. Child has not experienced positive attachment to important adults on early education

7. Lack of familiarity with basic language concepts / No early recognition of letters / Child does not know basic skills / knowing basics (ABC’s, Colors) / Not up-to-speed in literacy preparation / unable to read or write by Kindergarten / No pre-school experience

8. Lack of child motivation / Too much TV, computer, or gaming

9. Lack of ability to manage time and prioritize information and tasks

10. Parents don’t value education /School and education is not a value (Important, yes. But do not support it as a lived value when it comes to time and energy.)  / Poor family attitudes toward education / Lack of social support (including families) that value education / Parents do not understand what is needed to be successful / Do not value school success and therefore time with child and discussions about school or school performance are not taking place

11. No parent involvement / lack of family involvement / Parental indifference / Lack of parental support / No parents home in the morning to see them up and off  / Lack of family support in their endeavors / Child has not seen adults reading for pleasure

12. Poor educational attainment of parents / lack of parental developmental education 

13. Home life poor / Family support and home life / Lack of family stability

14. Poor communication skills

15. Language barriers – many families from Mexico unfamiliar with our educational system / Not speaking English

16. Poor discipline

17. Low level of expectations: standards

18. Low availability of high quality ECE that offers supportive services to entire family (Early Head Start, Cape, Head Start)

19. Lack of services, outreach to stay-at-home parents (especially at-risk families) / accessibility / knowledge of resources

20. Poorly trained teachers (I’m assuming pre-school) / School’s knowledge about new students (kindergartners)

21. Basic needs unmet / Basic survival

22. Health attention / diet, healthy food / poor physical or mental health / physical needs not met – can’t focus on non-essential tasks

23. Lack of moral training

24. Lack of proper supplies / Lack of resources (ie. books, scissors, etc. to utilize beforehand)

25. Transience – little sense of school home due to so many moves /Mobility and/or transience of parents and families  

Underlying issues:

1. Little success in school for parents / Bad educational experiences / Parents did not succeed and there for do not push kids to succeed

2. Low educational attainment of parents

3. Parents don’t value education / Parents don’t value early childhood education/ Low value of education in home/ Parents unaware of need or importance of early education / Parent knowledge

4. Parents unwilling to do the work necessary to help children prepare 

5. Parents not knowing purpose of parenting or how to parent / Desire to do whatever a child desires instead of nurturing a learning desire  /Parents need training in discipline / Parents not prepared / Parents work many hours or do not have the skills / Lack of discipline and parenting skills / Lack of training of rudimentary social skills by parents / Parents not disciplining children or teaching them values / Parent does not set forth rules in the home / Some parents may not understand the importance of family routines

6. Parent illiteracy / Family literacy levels / Adult illiteracy

7. Minority status / language barriers / English not spoken at home

8. Drug abuse or unemployment / substance abuse / caught up in alcoholism / fetal alcohol and drug syndrome / drugs and alcohol use

9. Mental health issues

10. Abuse and neglect

11. Family unit dysfunctional / Unstable family environment

12. Poverty / Poverty / Poverty / Generational poverty / Money 

13. Resources / Families can not afford books, pencils, etc. / Parents unaware of community resources / Can’t afford pre-school / Can’t access preschool

14. Lack of funds to support salaries for teachers with degrees (I’m assuming pre-school teachers)

15. School personnel appear to feel they don’t have resources to keep difficult kids in school

16. (Outside sources) fear telling what’s appropriate

17. Parents resistant, fearful and untrusting of educational system

18. Transient populations of Lafayette makes id difficult for teachers to really know their new students and their needs. 

19. Parents don’t regularly communicate with their child’s teacher

20. Parent investment / Parent involvement / Parent support / not involved

21. People working and giving children attention

22. Too many (child) couch potatoes playing videos and not enough time spent in physical outdoor playtime / dependency on technology for entertainment

23. Child does not feel the need for school

24. Child does not have enough experiences with other children outside of the home; no previous child care or preschool experience 

25. Disability (for child) has not been identified / Undiagnosed developmental delays/ Undiagnosed learning or developmental disorders / hearing or vision problems / Child not diagnosed early enough 

26. Lack of sufficient nutrition and sleep / Proper meals and Dr. Visits

Verbal responses:

Obstacles:

1. Lack of ability to sit still and focus

2. Poor education attainment of parents

3. Schooling is not valued

4. Lack of resources

5. Poor discipline

6. No sense of belonging in school (school doesn’t create a sense of belonging or welcome the child)

7. Instability in family or household

8. Lack of good role models

9. Children / families are at survival level.

Underlying Issues:

1. Poverty

2. Undiagnosed developmental delays

3. Substance abuse from parents / abuse issues / parents engaged in criminal activity / domestic abuse

4. Incarceration

5. Parents did not attain education / had bad experience

6. Lack of parenting skills (no responsibility for raising a child)

7. Time

8. Lack of sufficient nutrition and or sleep

9. Community resources

10. Societal view of children (market segment vs. person)

11. Myths in child education 

What can we, as a community, do to create a compounding effect to help address this?

Verbal responses:

1. If 0-5 are the “family” years, how do we intervene and at what point? - Discussion on where the line is between respecting a family’s privacy and when and where we (community and agencies) should intervene. 

2. Wabash Center identifies high risk children through the help of schools

3. Could there be a media campaign to educate families?

4. We need to provide social support and modeling so there won’t be a replication of behavior. 

5. Should some of the focus be at the school if we want the kids to succeed at school? Since the one size fits all approach doesn’t work, what can we do to get teachers/schools involved?

6. If we go back to survival, where can you meet the families where they go for these basic needs?

7. People need the power to choose – we need to give them the opportunities and the power to make that decision. / People are resistant to long term change, but it has to be chosen by the person. So, we have to offer options and resources they can choose.

8. There is a need for education of the general public.

