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South Side Community Center

330 Fountain Street

Lafayette, IN
www.ourkidstippecanoe.org
In Attendance: Deb Lukens, Vanglee Jones, Victoria Boyd, Janiece Rose, Natalie Norman, Keesha Balser, Shanna Davis, Whitney Wolfe, Lisa Wolfe, Heather Wenig, Trish Brutus, Rebecca Humphrey, Angela Smith Grossman, Sonya Janssen, Ellen Phelps, Jason Carter, Pam Houlton, Grace Quattrocki, Addie Thomas, Sarah Rasher, 

Suzy D Enbeau; Jim Slaven, Lisa Brooks, Aaron Johnson, Tammy Patrick, Kathy Timberlake, Faith Graham, Chalone Robbins, Laura Speicher, Kevin Maxwell, Leon Walls, Casey Smith, Barbi Balensiefer, Tara Olivo, Christy Fraley, Natalie Carroll, Andy Woodall, Leighton  Hensigan, Nate Bolinger, Preston Meux, Jesse Goodman.

This meeting was a follow up to the accomplishments and goals discussed in January and the school counselor presentation in February. The meeting was conducted World Café style with youth and adults discussing their perceptions of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and barriers for youth in our community. The following is a compilation of the discussions generated in the groups.
Strengths

Challenge Day – community day and those held at Harrison and Jeff
Boys and Girls Clubs, YUG, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, YMCA, YWCA, Hanna Center, etc.
Skate Park at Faith Baptist

Ice Skating in West Lafayette

Presence of police officers – safe community

Variety of classes offered at high schools

70 different clubs/activities for students at Jeff

COPES 

Caring adults

Outdoor soccer field

Crisis Center database

Weaknesses
Need more youth employment opportunities

Earlier career/college information – elementary and middle school levels

Need to teach kids to navigate Crisis Center website

Free recreational opportunities/leagues for high school aged youth

Skate park downtown Lafayette – Indoor skate park

Ice skating in Lafayette – West Lafayette rink is crowded

Tropicanoe Cove is expensive

Family activities are expensive

More positive social activities for older teens

Not enough routes to success in high school – multiple paths to graduation – night school, virtual learning, Saturday school

Transportation

Mentors to talk with kids about career/college 

Juvenile probation – increase focus on rehabilitation rather than punishment

Zero tolerance policies – not equitable

Explore reasons for truancy – not just give punishments
Opportunities







Barriers
Club Freestyle – YWCA




            Getting the word out

Use college students as mentors




Organization

for high school and middle school students

Beacon Academy

Adopt a Spot – youth sponsored

Start dancing classes – hip hop club
Need more places for indoor teen activities in winter

Business and professional adults mentor kids

by sharing their stories and offering job shadowing

Community newspaper for youth

Habitat – Youth build service learning

The next Our Kids meeting will be on Thursday, May 15, 2008, from noon – 1:00 PM
