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In attendance: Julie Delaney, Trish Brutus, Mike Prickett, John Corey, Steve Wilson, Matt Emery, Andrew Antonio, Pat Corey, Clare McKinney, Kevin Maxwell, Cherletta Richardson, Nathan Hawkins, Cheryl Ubelhor, Erin Helms, Kim Heck, Peggy Bylund, Jennifer Cioni, Colleen Reader, Tristan Kirby, Mary Packmayr, Doug Taylor, Deanna Tirrell, Barb Powell, JoAnn Vorst.
Doug Taylor, executive director of Habitat for Humanity shared information about his organization and their new initiatives. Doug explained that approximately 70% of the families who build and own Habitat homes in Tippecanoe County are single parent families. Habitat has built 168 in our community to date.The families often have no previous experience as home owners and struggle with financial management and home maintenance. 

Habitat operates a Re-Store, where donated household items and appliances are sold. 

That store was previously located on Smith Street in a 3,000 sq ft warehouse. They have relocated to a larger facility. Doug is working toward creating a Family Learning Center at the Smith Street location. He envisions hands on learning for adults and youth. Curriculum will include all facets of home maintenance and will include home finance. One of the most important things he hopes to accomplish is that home ownership is how families can build wealth. He has already partnered with Purdue to work on this project and there was discussion about partnering with LSC, Ivy Tech, LARA, CFRC, and other youth serving agencies.
Kevin Maxwell shared information on LSC’s commitment to provide 40 Assets training to all staff throughout the district. To help accomplish this LSC has created a new position to support positive behavior, assist with professional development, and expand community partnerships. Trish Brutus has accepted this position and will begin work at LSC on August 15, 2008.

Clare McKinney shared information on a community team heading to Search Institute in Minneapolis next week. Four LSC staff, accompanied by Matt Emery from United Way, and Barbi Balensiefer from Wabash Valley Education Center will be attending a training of trainers on developing assets in school communities. The team plans to share information and resources with the community. Clare shared that one of the LSC team members who will be attending the training is Mark Preston, the new athletic director.

He plans to train coaches throughout the district and in youth sports throughout the community. 

The next Our Kids meeting will be held on Thursday, August 21, 2008 at noon.

