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In attendance: Julie Delaney, Trish Brutus, Rebecca Bryant, Erin Helms, Kim Heck, Mike Prickett, Tari Alper, Jennifer Cioni, Kelsi Muller, Hollie Meyer, Andy Woodall, Donna Meloy, John Corey, Steve Wilson, Christy Fraley, Jacky Ralph, Jane McCann, Heather Wenig, Vera Kurtz, Jason Carter, Matt Emery, Dianna Huddleston, Tara Olivo, Leon Walls, Andrew Antonio, Pat Corey, Laura Speicher, Clare McKinney, Faith Graham, Tanika Phinisee, Mary Pence, Jenni Murtaugh.

This meeting was facilitated by Kevin Maxwell and Clare McKinney from Lafayette Jefferson High School. 

Kevin discussed the recent presentation on drop out prevention by Dr. Pedro Noguera. The collaboration and communication fostered by Our Kids is exactly what Dr. Noguera said had to happen to support student achievement. Dr. Noguera said that when children have behavioral, social, or academic issues, we need to pull them in closer – not remove them from an instructional environment. He said that a big problem is that there are not enough interventions that move beyond suspension/expulsion. One example is that instead of suspending students, there could be a smoking cessation program. Kevin reiterated that the core message from Dr. Noguera and 40 Assets is the positive relationships are what will make the difference for children.
Clare shared changes in the upcoming ISTEP testing process. High school students will be taking end of term assessments. These are longer tests, and they will strain technology resources like computer labs. Clare also described the new format for the statewide High School Summit which will now require community collaboration. She recently attended a training on High School Redesign and the focus is a team approach with community partners. Clare provided an update on Broncho Dads a new positive behavior support program at Jeff. Dads are in Broncho Dad t-shirts, and they are a visible presence in hallways, greeting and supporting students. The program is very successful, and it is one of many ways that positive relationships between adult role models and students are being fostered. A new parent center will be opening at Durgan. This program is still being developed, but will offer parent resources, a library and parenting classes. 
Jane McCann shared results of how the new Crisis Center data base is being used:
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The next Our Kids meeting will be held on Thursday, June 19, 2008 at noon.

