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In attendance: Vera Kurtz, Trish Brutus, Erin Helms, Kim Heck, Leta Kelley, Bonnie Crawford, Tara Olivo, Peggy Bylund, Aaron Johnson, Kathy Timberlake, Tristan Kirby, Donna Meloy, Christy Fraley, Jeanni Bresnahan, Devon Coleman, Matt Emery, Joe Seaman, Pat Corey, Dianna Huddleston, Jennifer Dobbs, CharisseMorley, Hollie Meyer, Kurt Wolf, Cheryl Ubelhor, Barb Powell, Steve Wilson, Jenni Murtaugh, Pam Biggs Reed, Mike Piggott, Lisa Coston, Deanna Tirrell.
Pam Biggs Reed led a discussion on plans for the next Stopping Child Abuse and Neglect Summit. The committee has been meeting and has developed a new format.
The Summit itself would be a professional development opportunity. Community forums would be offered to promote grass roots involvement in promoting assets in youth and generating awareness of preventing, recognizing and reporting child abuse. Additionally, schools could host Youth Summits, using Search Institute’s guide. A community Youth Summit, with representatives from each school (public, private and charter) would be held later in the year. The community Youth Summit would provide an opportunity for youth and adults to interact, share ideas, and develop goals for the future.

Pam shared Search Institute materials that support individuals, organizations, and communities in becoming increasingly supportive of youth. She described Montgomery County’s community wide message of “Character Counts” and suggested that we work to disseminate a community wide asset building message such as “Connections Count”.

Discussion, questions and suggestions followed. Pam will continue to share information and encouraged Our Kids members to participate in the planning for this community effort.

Trish shared information from America’s Promise. They have announced that the next 100 Best Communities for Young People competition will not be held until 2010. This will allow winning communities more time to celebrate the current designation and continue working on programs to benefit youth.

Pat Corey asked that everyone share new initiatives or improvements in existing efforts that support youth. She would like these emailed to her, and she will save them in preparation for the application process.  

The next Our Kids meeting will be held on Thursday, July 17, 2008.
